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would be unjust if God loved Jacob and hated Esau
before the children were born, and the only way to recon-
cile that declaration with the justice of God is to say that
Esau was reaping the fruits of past evil, while Jacob was
reaping the fruits of past good. This is the declaration
made most definitely alike by Origen and also by Jerome.
For Jerome (Letter to Avifus) says: ct If we examine the
case of Esau, we may find that he was condemned because
of his ancient sins in a worse course of life " ; and so
also Origen declares: " It is found not to be unrighteous-
ness that even in the womb Jacob supplanted his brother,
if we feel that he was worthily beloved by God, according
to the deserts of his previous life, so as to deserve to be
preferred before his brother." He adds that this must be
c( carefully applied to the case of all other creatures,
because, as we formerly remarked, the righteousness of
the Creator ought to appear in everything."  " The
inequality of circumstances preserves the justice of a
retribution according to merit."
Origen deals admirably with the case of Pharaoh
whose heart, it is written, was hardened by God, and
points out that in this world it is not always the
rapid cure which is the most effective : " Sometimes it
does not lead to good results for a man to be cured
too quickly, especially if the disease, being shut up
in the inner parts of the body, rage with greater
fierceness" (III, i, i7).  And he declares that the
hardening of the heart was intended only to enable
Pharaoh to see the evil of his ways, so that in future
lives, having learned the lesson that it was a bitter thing
to sin against God, he also might turn to righteousness of
living, as a good physician of souls sets the remedy to the
disease with which the man is afflicted.

